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The Mercator returns from the laft Digreffion to the Cafe iv Hand. 


The Oppofers feek Digreffions. 
They wander from the Cafe in Hand. 


They have good reafon to do fo, for it 1 against them every way. 


They are loth to give up their old fham. Accounts. 
Yet they cannot Jfend them. 
A remarkable Climax. : 


The main Queftion loft in thefe Digreffions. 


If the Trade is fo great now, what will it be when the bigh Duties in France are taken off ? | 


What Friends to the Englifh Commerce thefe Men are. 


= 





HE little Digreffion of our laf 

Mercator has brought in a greater, 

which yet muft neceffarily by fpoken 

to, tho’ as briefly as may be, our 
Trade-prefervers are of late fo run a-ground 
that they have no more to fay ; and being not 
willing to take pains to.no purpofe, they have 
drop’d the Queftion about fending Englifh Ma- 
nufa@tures to Marfeilles, and from Marfeilles 
farther into France; it pinches them too hard, 
and will admit no Quibbling and CavilJing, no 
Quirks of the Lawyer, or Blufter of the Dutch- 
man; if they turn it one way, it overthrows 
their having no want of Goods in France ; if 
they turn it tother way, it deftroys the 
French carrying their Goods, and to their Con- 
fufion makes them appear carrying our Goods 
inftead of them and for want of them, and 
both ways it proves that all the Accounts ta- 
ken from the Cuftom-houfe Books are imper- 
fe& and deficient, and can give no true Ac- 
count of the Trade to France, which alfo 
proves their Schemes and Accounts of the 
_ Trade to be prepofterous Shams, and them- 
felves Cheats and Deceivers: Such a Climax of 
Falfhood was fcarce ever brought upon the 
Stage in an Argument: From a plain proof of 
Goods fent to France, it appears all their Al- 
legations of the French wanting none of our 
Goods are Forgeries. Their Pretences of the 
French cutting us out at foreign Markets are 
Fictions; Their Accounts of the Exportations 
to France fhort and imperfe@,; Their Schemes 
from thence Fallacious; Their Ballances falfe ; 
Their Arguments by confequence Knavith, and 
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themfelves. Lawyer, Foreign, Knight, :Alder- 
man, and all Cheats and Impoftors:,:lét them 
take it among them, and avoid any part of the: 
Charge if they can. tis Let 
If they can, why do they fhuffle and cut ia: 
this aukward manner? Why dothey not:bteak ., 
in upon one part of this Chain ?. The Afercae, ; 
tor has prov’d every thing ashe gots on, and); 
challenges them to deny any part of its why. | 
dothey not deny or grant, confefs or confute ~ 
the Indi€&tment? Will they give up all their ; 
Schemes and Accounts and Ballances at one _ 
Caft ? What then have they been Writing © 
and Railing for all this while? «What have they, ; 
raifed their Rabbles, and made fo much Cla+: 
mour about? Is it all come to this at laft? . 
That all they faid at firft, and ttiumph’d fo. 
much in was falfe and fraudolent! What a 
ftock of Affurance did thefe Merchants fet up’. 
with, and yet how foon are they turn’d Bank- . 
rupts ? How many ill Names didthey give? , 
What infolent Treatment did the A@éreator and 
any one that they did but fappofé to‘be con- » 
cern’d in Writing it receive from ithem.? How. 
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did they boaft of their Accounts: aiid: of their - . 


Ballances, Challenge the Aéercator to confute , 
them and to difprove them? And.isit:poffible: 
all this could be ppon a Foundation, whichis. 
in itfelf imperfe&, ‘and from the Cuftom-houfe 
which has no full Account of the Tradé!?... ; 
- Now all their Work is to be done over againy 
and they muft hire more Lawyers to-confute. 
the old Principle in Philofophy, Mil dar’ quod: 
not babet, and to prove that tho” the Cuftom- 
houfe Books have not a fault Account: of the 
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I=) ‘Soods Exported to France; yet that their Bal- 
*2 lance of the Trade drawn from the faid Cu- 
" ftom-houfe Books is rigtits If they:can do thid, 
they'will indeed be tare Fellows, and the AZer= 
catorfhall figh to the.Charafter of their Au- 


thor, Eris mihi magnus Appollo. But what way 
can this be done ? Let them begin. 

Let them firft prove that the Goods Shipp’d 
on Board the Englifh Ships which have been 


bound to Marfeilles, have not been Landed » 


there, or have been landed at any other Ports: 
Then let them pfove thatthe Goods which 
have been Landed at Marfeilles, for that is too 
lain for any one to deny, have been Eater’d 
in the Cuftom-houfe Books ; if they can do nei- 
ther of thefe, neither then can they prove that 
the Cuftom-houfe Accounts are full and fair 
Accounts of the Trade to France; or that 
their Ballance drawn from thence is right. 

To avoid this, no hunted Fox ever made 
more Turns and Capers to conceal the Diftrefs 
they are in, and yet ftill.fuppofing to the 
World that they are right, which renders 
their Affurance more unaccountable. 

It is fufficiently SatisfaG@tory to all that are 
Friends of the Englifh Commerce, that thefe 
Frauds are difcovered, and that after fo much 
Blufter and Banter there is no more at the 
bottom of them. That the Truth is, the Cu- 
ftom-houfe Books can go no farther than the 
Exports mentioned in them extend, and that 
therefore no true Ballance of Trade can be 


‘drawn from them, till fome Method is taken at 


the Cuftom-houfe to caufe-all Goods Exported 


to be Entred for the refpective Port where the 


fame aré really configned. el 

(Why this.is not done, the Aercator has no- 
thing todo to-enquire; neither is it any One's 
bufinefs to alter the Methods of the Cuftom- 
howfé; udlefs the ‘Government. think fit to 
dite& itz: ’Tis enough to the prefent purpofe 
that thus it is, and that it is no more to be 
queftioned but that great Quantities of Wool- 
lei’ Manufa&tures, and of other Goods like- 
wife, which are Entred at the Cuftom-houfe 
for the Streights, for Flanders, for Germany, for 
Ferfey and Guernfey, ‘and other Places, go Daily 
for France, and are directly fent thither from 
the Port of London, befides thofe which being 
fhipp’d for: Acland, Flanders, Italy, &c. and 
really fent to thofe Places, are afterwards fent 
into France thro’ thofe Countries, as has been 
alteady mentioned. in. former Papers: All 
which were they charged, as they ought, to the 
Account of Exports to France, as they are, 
would guite alter the face of the Commerce. 

'Thefe- Things have quite changed the Na- 
ture of this Difpute, and have brought us off 
frdin ‘the: main Obfervation, ( viz.) What 
woud this! Frade have/been now, if the Da- 
tits in France were,.asthey are to be by the 
Treat | Nigosee off, and reduced to the Tariff 
of I gil [ ‘ 

“lt Hes been proved, that notwithftanding 


the excéfive Duties put upon our Goods, and, 
which,® till this: Treaty is\ perfested; mult re- 


niin there, great Quantities of our Woollen 


Manofaétures. are Daily Exported to France, ) 





and as well by our dire& Trade as obligucly 
thro’ other Countries; the Particulars may in 
fome Meafure be guefs’d at by what has been 
faid already, by what has been publifhed of 
Daily Entries to France inthis Paper, openly 
fo Entred, and by what has been proved to go 
to France, altho’ Entred to other Parts. 

Now what in all probability may we conclude 
from hence to be the Cafe, and with what 
Face would the French Trade-lookifa true, full 
and impartial Account was given of it? 

This has been the Reafon, and the. only 
Reafon, why the Aéercator would never pre- 
tead to give a Scheme from the Cuftom-houfe 
as a full Account; it is true, that at firft the 
Mercator did defigu it, as was hinted lately ;. 
but when the faid Accounts came to be exa- 
min’d, it appear’d fo impoflible to give a true 
{tate from them, it appear’d fo evidently that 
the greateft part of our Trade to France never 
comes into the Cuftom-houfe Books, that is, 
not under the Head of the Trade to France; 
that whatever other People might have Aflu- 
rance enough to pat fuch things upon theWorld, 
the A4ercator would not do fo, and therefore 
has contented itfelf with this, proving, that 
no Account drawn from thofe Books can be 
full and cempleat, and that confequently no 
Ballance from thofe Accounts can fairly be 
offered to the Nation as a Ballance of the 
Trade. 

This has been effectually done, and it muft 
alfo be thereby effetual to Convince any one 
who judges Impartially, that the Trade to. ~ 
France has been quite another thing than it 
has been» reprefented by thefe Schemes; to 
which the 4ercator.. now adds, that it will 
alfo appear that the Trade to France would 


> alfo be quite another thing than ever it was, 


if ‘the Duties ia France, as by the Treaty is 
agreed, were taken off, and reduced to toor 
20 per Cent. 

Then the Goodnefs,and Cheapnefs of the 
French Woollen Manufatures would appear, 
and we fhould be no more Banter’d and Bul- 
ly’d with itas we have been; while thofe that 
have talk’d fo loudly: of the Goodnefs of the 
French Goods, are diligent on the other Hand 
to prevent ours coming there to. match them ; 
as if they were afraid the real Goodnefs of the 
Englifh Woollen Manufactures fhould, when 
they come to be feenin France, run down the 
French, and beat them out of theirown Mar- 
kets, as would certainly be the Cafe. 

What Friends thefe are to the Britifh Com- 
merce, any One may judge by this very thing; 
and more of it will appear in due time. 

Now thefe Men are bufie to tell. us what Mif- 
chiefs the Commerce will fuffer from the Di- 
ftraGtions of the Times at home, all which 
may be true; but as they are not to the Cafe 
in hand, the Aé@reator adjourns that part to 
another Occafien. 





In a few Days will be Publithed, 


%*% The Second and Third Volumes of the 
EXAMINER, printed in a neat Pocket Editio 
an Elzevir Letter, and on good Paper. : 








. L OND ON: Printed for Benj. ,Tooke, at the Temple-Gate, and 
boc Joun Baxser, on Lambeth-Hil. ‘(Price 3 Half-pence.) 














